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On the first Sunday of Christmas we find the boy Samuel and the boy Jesus, both
in the temple, both growing in wisdom and stature and in favor with God and
humankind. We too have returned to the house of God “to sing psalms, hymns, and
spiritual songs to God,” who has gifted us with a savior. As the festival continues,
‘let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts.” It is Christmas, still.

First Reading: 1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26

Having dedicated her son Samuel to God’s service, Hannah visits him every year
when she and her husband Elkanah come to the temple to offer sacrifices. God
grants Hannah more children, and Samuel himself gains favor in the sight of all.

Second Reading: Colossians 3:12-17

Just as newly baptized Christians in the early church were clothed with new
garments upon arising from the baptismal waters, so all who have received God’s
gift of life in Jesus Christ are covered with the character of Christ.

Gospel: Luke 2:41-52

Jesus grew up in a family that went to the Passover festival each year. It was in this
environment of faithful adherence to the law that Jesus grew into spiritual maturity
and an understanding of his identity and mission.

Prelude

Please stand when the (*) indicates standing. Know the communion of Saints, both
living & departed, stand for you if you should choose to remain seated for any reason.
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*The Pastoral Greeting

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
A: And also with you.

*Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God,
whose steadfast love is everlasting.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God
and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

God-with-us,

we confess that we have turned away

those seeking shelter,

claiming there is no room when we have plenty.
We have made power and wealth our idols,
while you show us true glory: a baby in a manger.
We have overlooked the shepherds,

expecting good news in prettier packaging.
Too often, we have valued violence

instead of your peace.

Turn us from our ways to your ways.

Grant us the grace to begin again.

Free us from all that keeps us bound,

and forgive our sin,

through Jesus Christ, who gives himself for us.
Amen.

Hear the good news and rejoice!
You are God'’s chosen ones,
holy and beloved,

+ forgiven in Christ,

and freed to respond in joy.
Amen.
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*The Gathering Song ELW 269

Once in Royal David’s City
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I Oncein roy-al Da - vid’'s cit -y stood a low-ly cat - tle  shed,
2 He came down to carth from hecav-en who i1s Godand Lord of all,
3 And our cyes at last shall see him,through his own re-deem-ing love;
4 Not in that poorlow - ly sta-ble, with the ox-en stand-ing by,
Q - i Y —
A | | N e S S — I —
G d—d e g | v

where a  moth-er laid her ba - by in a man-ger for his  bed:
and his shel-ter was a sta - ble,and his c¢ra - dle was a stall;
for that child so dear and gen - tle is our Lord in heav’'na - bove;
we shall see him; but in  heav - en, set at God’sright hand on high;
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Mar-y was that moth-er mild, Je - sus Christ, her lit - tle child.
with the poor and meek and low-ly, lived on earth our Sav-ior ho-ly.
and he leads his chil- dren on to the place wherehe is  gone.
there his chil - dren gath - er round, bright like stars, with glo-ry crowned.

Text: Cecil Frances Alexander, 1818-1895
Music: IRBY. Henry I. Gauntlett, 1805-1876
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*Kyrie ELW Setting 10
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I Have mer-cy on us, Lord, and hear our sol-emn prayer.
2 Have mer-cy on us, Christ, and wash a - way our sin.
3 Have mer-cy on us, Lord; make sin and shame de - part.
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We come to hear your liv-ing word; it saves us from de - spair
Pour out your grace and make us whole that new life may be - gin.

Re - new us with your sav-ing pow’r; cre - ate in us new hearts!

*Glory to God
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Glo-ry be to God in heav-en; peace, good-will to  all the earth.

Glo-ry be to Christfor -ev - er, Lamb of God and Lord of love.
Ho-ly One we now ac-claim you; Lord a - lone, to you we call;

[

[*5]

1 I I I 1 b I
: —f :m—f—t‘ ] | I e e S E— L —
B | ‘ ‘ | |
Might-y God of all cre - a - tion, Fa -ther of sur - pass-ing worth:
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e

Son of God and gra-cious Sav - ior, you have come from heav’'n a - bove;
Ho - ly One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all:
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we ex - alt you, we a - dore you, we lift high our thanks and praise.

on the cross you died to save us; now youreign at God’s right hand.
Je - sus Christ,with God the Spir-it, in the Fa-ther’s splen-dor bright.
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Saints and an - gels bow be - fore you; here on earth our songs we raise.
Hear our prayer; re - store, for-give us; in your prom-ise firm we stand.
For the peace that we in-her-it, glo-ry be to God on high!
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*The Prayer of the Day

P: Letus pray.

P:  Shine into our hearts the light of your wisdom, O God, and open our minds to
the knowledge of your word, that in all things we may think and act according to
your good will and may live continually in the light of your Son, Jesus Christ, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

A:  Amen.

The First Reading 1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26

18 Samuel was ministering before the LORD, a boy wearing a linen ephod. *° His
mother used to make for him a little robe and take it to him each year, when she
went up with her husband to offer the yearly sacrifice. 2° Then Eli would bless
Elkanah and his wife, and say, “May the LORD repay you with children by this
woman for the gift that she made to the LoRD”; and then they would return to their
home.

26 Now the boy Samuel continued to grow both in stature and in favor with
the LORD and with the people.

R: Word of God; Word of Life.
A: Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 148 (sung responsively)
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1 Hallelujah! Praise the Lorp ! from the heavens;
praise God ! in the heights.
2Praise the Lorb, ! all you angels;
sing praise, all you ! hosts of heaven.
3 Praise the Lorb, | sun and moon;
sing praise, all you ! shining stars.
4Praise the LorD, heav- | en of heavens,
and you waters a- | bove the heavens.
5Let them praise the name ! of the LoRoD,
who commanded, and they | were created,
Swho made them stand fast forev- | er and ever,
giving them a law that shall not | pass away. R
"Praise the Lorp | from the earth,
you sea monsters | and all deeps;
8fire and hail, ! snow and fog,
tempestuous wind, do- ling God’s will;
9mountains | and all hills,
fruit trees | and all cedars;
Owild beasts | and all cattle,
creeping things and ! flying birds;
11sovereigns of the earth | and all peoples,
princes and all rulers ! of the world;
12young ! men and maidens,
old and ! young together. R
13 Let them praise the name ! of the LoRbD,
whose name only is exalted, whose splendor is over | earth and heaven.
“The LorD has raised up strength for the people and praise for
all | faithful servants,
the children of Israel, a people who are near the Lorb. | Hallelujah! R

Page 7



The Second Reading Colossians 3:12-17
12 As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion,
kindness, humility, meekness, and patience. 2 Bear with one another and, if
anyone has a complaint against another, forgive each other; just as the Lord has
forgiven you, so you also must forgive. ** Above all, clothe yourselves with love,
which binds everything together in perfect harmony. *> And let the peace of Christ
rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one body. And be
thankful. ¢ Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one
another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and
spiritual songs to God. '’ And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in
the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.

R: Word of God; Word of Life.
A: Thanks be to God.

*The Announcement of the Gospel Reading ELW Setting 10
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Al - le-1u - ia! Lord, we sing for  the good news that you bring.
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Let the peace of Christ rule ! in your hearts, and let the word of Christ dwell ! in you richly.

Repeat Alleluia

P:  The Holy Gospel according to St Luke.
A: Glory to you, O Lord.

*The Reading of the Gospel Luke 2:11-52

“1Now every year [Jesus’] parents went to Jerusalem for the festival of the
Passover. “> And when he was twelve years old, they went up as usual for the
festival. > When the festival was ended and they started to return, the boy Jesus
stayed behind in Jerusalem, but his parents did not know it. “* Assuming that he
was in the group of travelers, they went a day’s journey. Then they started to look
for him among their relatives and friends. > When they did not find him, they
returned to Jerusalem to search for him.

46 After three days they found him in the temple, sitting among the teachers,
listening to them and asking them questions. 4’ And all who heard him were
amazed at his understanding and his answers. “¢ When his parents saw him they
were astonished; and his mother said to him, “Child, why have you treated us like
this? Look, your father and | have been searching for you in great anxiety.” “° He
said to them, “Why were you searching for me? Did you not know that | must be in
my Father’'s house?” °° But they did not understand what he said to them. > Then
he went down with them and came to Nazareth, and was obedient to them. His
mother treasured all these things in her heart.

52 And Jesus increased in wisdom and in years, and in divine and human favor.

P:  The Gospel of our Lord.
A: Praiseto you, O Christ.

The Sermon
We observe a brief silence for reflection
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Hymn Of The Day

Good Christian Friends, Rejoice

ELW 288
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I Good Chris - tian friends, re - joice with heart and soul and voice;
2 Good Chris - tian friends, re - joice with heart and soul and voice;
3 Good Chris-tian friends, re - joice with heart and soul and voice;
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give ye heed to what we say: Je - sus Christ is  born to-day;
now ye hear of end - less bliss: Je - sus Christ was born for this!
now ye need not fear the grave; Je - sus Christ was born to save!
N . ‘ .
i NG s e s
[ r | 1) -
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ox and ass be - fore him bow, and he is in the man-ger now.
He has o - pened heav-en’s door, and we are blest for - ev - er - more.
Calls you onec and «calls you all to gainthe ev - er - last-ing hall.
n Il 4
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Christ is born to - day! Christ is born to - day!
Christ was born for  this! Christ was born for  this!
Christ was born  to save! Christ was born  to save!

Text: Medieval Latin carol; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866
Music: IN DULCI JUBILO, German carol, 14th cent.
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*The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father;

through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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Please be seated

The Prayers of the People
Filled with good news of great joy, let us offer our prayers for the church, the earth,
and all people.

A brief silence.

For those who teach and those who learn, we pray. Bless the education ministries
of your church. Guide Sunday school teachers, college and seminary professors,
and Bible study leaders in our ongoing faith formation and curiosity. God of grace,
receive our prayer.

For the thriving of creation, we pray. Protect the habitats of pangolins and
porcupines, penguins and parrots, and all wild animals and creeping things.
Increase our knowledge of the natural world and the care of its inhabitants.
God of grace,

receive our prayer.

For the nations of the world, we pray. Raise up rulers who lead with compassion,
kindness, humility, meekness, and patience. Let your peace rule in their hearts and
in all land. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

For the well-being of your people, we pray. Keep watch over all who travel this
holiday season. Accompany those who are alone or ill (especially Peggy). Console
parents and children whose relationships are strained or severed. God of grace,
receive our prayer.

For the ministry of this place, First Lutheran Church, we pray. Let the word of Christ
dwell among us. In times of conflict, clothe us in love and move us to forgiveness.
God of grace,

receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

For your holy, beloved, and chosen ones of every time and place, we give thanks.
Draw us all into everlasting praise and joy. God of grace,
receive our prayer.

We commend these prayers to you, O God, trusting your grace made known to all,
through the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
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*The Peace

P:  The peace of the Lord be with you all.
A: And also with you.
P: Let us offer one another the sign of the Risen Christ’s peace.

As a Reconciling in Christ congregation, we welcome all because God welcomes all,
and we recognize that our differences are gifts to our communal life.

*The Offering Prayer

P: God of heaven and earth,
from the beginning, you have called forth life,
in which you take delight.
The trees, the fields, and the seas sing for joy.
Bless now these gifts, received from your bounty,
that we may join the chorus of creation
to tell of your salvation from day to day.

A: Amen.

The offering plates will be available on the table in the Narthex.
Please place your offering there, as you leave.

*The Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

>0>»0>»0
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P:

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

*Holy, Holy, Holy ELW Setting 10

I y I I Py -
] I I

|
]
[ ] /) ]
—F

|

Ho -ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God of pow-er and might,
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san-na in the high - est, ho - san - na in the high - est.
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*Words of Institution

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. For as
often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s
death until he comes.

A: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

*Lord's Prayer

P:  Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

A: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and
ever. Amen.

The Celebration of Holy Communion

Please remain standing during the singing of the Lamb of God.
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*Lamb of God ELW Setting 10
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1 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
2 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
3 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin  of all the world a - way;
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you suf-fered death our lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray.
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.

e - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.

The Invitation to Communion

P: A child has been born for us, a Son given to us.
Come, receive the gift of Jesus.

All are welcome at Christ’s table.
Please come to the communion rail and kneel (or stand). We will receive communion by
intinction. Receive the bread, dip it into the wine or white grape juice, then take and eat.

The Communion Music Holy Child ... WOV 638
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out - cast, free the  bound, as you taught us love un -
fill us with your grace. May the fire of your com -
strength to  live as  you, that our hearts might be for -

spo - ken,
pas - sion
giv - ing

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950
Music: Marty Haugen, b. 1950
U 1987 GIA Publications, Inc.
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teach us now where you found.

- dle ev - 'ry land and race.

and our spir - its strong and true.
JOYOUS LIGHT
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*The Communion Blessing

P:  May the nourishment of the body and blood of our Savior
Jesus Christ give you renewed strength and life.

A:  Amen.

*The Prayer After Communion

P: Merciful God,
we thank you for Jesus, who is our heavenly food.
Strengthened by this goodness,
send us forth to announce your peace,
comfort the afflicted,
and share the good news of great joy.
A: Amen.

Please be seated
Announcements & Community Updates

*The Blessing

P: The God of love,
Father, -+ Son, and Holy Spirit,
lavish you with grace,
illumine your path,
and increase your joy,
today and always.
A: Amen.
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*The Sending Song ELW 290

Go Tell It on the Mountain
Refrain
N .
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Go tell it on the moun - tain, o-ver the hills and ev - 'ry - where;
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go tell it on the moun - tain that Je - sus Christ is  born!
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1 While shep-herds kept their watch-ing  o’er  si - lent flocks by  night,
2 The shep-herds feared and trem-bled when, lo, a - bove the earth
3 Down in a lone - ly man - ger the hum-ble Christ was born;
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be - hold, through-out the heav-ens there shone a  ho - ly light
rang out the an - gel cho-rus that hailed our Sav-ior’s birth.
and God sent wus sal - va-tion that bless-ed Christ-mas morn.

Refrain

NEES

T/

Text: African American spiritual. refrain; John W. Work Jr., 1872-1925, stanzas, alt.
Music: GO TELL IT, African American spiritual

*Dismissal

P: Go in peace. The Word of God dwells in you richly.
A: Thanks be to God.
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Postlude

Worship Assistants

Reader & Communion Assistant: Sara Brightwell
Crucifer: Bruce Torkelson  Usher(s): Bruce & Nat Torkelson

Music: Kathie Schiermeister
Cantor: Sara Brightwell

Presiding Minister: Father Noel Doherty

Liturgy - Reprinted from With One Voice, copyright © 1995, Evangelical Lutheran Worship, copyright © 2006, All Creation Sings
copyright © 2021; Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #14606-LIT.

Music is used by permission, Christian Copyright License, Inc. License #955776 First Evangelical Lutheran Church of Tulsa, OK.
Music and text are used by permission, One License, Inc. License #A-705371 First Evangelical Lutheran Church of Tulsa, OK.

Page 20



